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Prints from the Age of Rodin
D

esigned to complement the exhibition RODIN: TRUTH, FORM, LIFE /Selections
from the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Collections currently on view in the museum’s
Walsh Gallery, the prints displayed here conjure a window onto the world of sculptor
Auguste Rodin (1840-1917), one centered on the city of Paris. According to his
biographer, Ruth Butler, “Rodin was thoroughly Parisian – everyday, poor Parisian.
He would always carry with him something of the place in which he was born – on the
back slopes of the Panthéon, where students mingle with ordinary people who work
with their hands.”
Modern-day Paris, with its wide, tree-lined boulevards and inviting green spaces,
took shape when Rodin was a young man, during the Second Empire of Napoleon III
(1852-1870). The period ended with France’s crushing defeat in the Franco-Prussian
war, which was followed, in Paris, by the brief, disastrous uprising of the Paris
Commune. Rodin’s career did not take off until about 1880 (after years of obscurity)
during the Third Republic, which would endure until World War II.
During Rodin’s lifetime, Paris remained the uncontested center of the European art
world, but it was a world in flux. Traditional institutions of academic art, like the École
des Beaux-Arts (which rejected the young Rodin’s application three times) and the
annual juried exhibition of the Salon, were increasingly challenged by avant-garde
artists who explored new avenues for expression through styles that would later earn
names like Impressionism, Symbolism, and Art Nouveau.
Perhaps no artistic medium better captures the range of artistic expression that
flourished in Paris and in Europe at large during this period than prints. Relatively
easy to produce, cheap to purchase, and adaptable to a range of commercial and
artistic purposes, these lithographs, etchings, and woodcuts allowed artists to not
only capture the ephemeral world around them but to circulate their visual ideas to a
broader audience than ever before. The prints in this exhibition transport the viewer
back to Rodin’s day, with portraits of the sculptor and his artist friends, works by his
contemporaries, and views of Paris from 1839 (the year before the sculptor’s birth)
through the end of the 19th century.

Prints from the Age of Rodin was organized by Michelle DiMarzo, Curator of Education and Academic Engagement. The exhibition was made
possible with the generous support of the Eichholz Foundation. We are grateful to Farrow and Ball for providing the paint for these galleries.

